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Let’s start again

on WTCC future

The bids have been opened and the next

‘move in determining the future of radio sta-

tion WICC-FM is up to Springfield Techni-

" cal Community College President Andrew M.

Scibelli and the college’s board of trustees.

The campus radio station, which has broad-
cast primarily ethnic and minority-oriented
programming, was put on the market, Scibelli
said, because the college no longer could
afford to operate it. He called for mmlmum
bids of $200,000.

Initially, interest: was expressed by pubhc
television’s WGBY,  public - radio - station
WFCR, Connecticut Ediucational Telecommu-
nications Corp., which runs. public radio and -
TV in that state, as well as community groups
in Springfield’s inner city.

WGBY dropped out of the bidding last week,
saying the price was too. high; then WFCR
dropped out. The Connecticut organization bid
$232,000; a Springfield -minority-based group
cailed Save WTCC bid $255,000, and some of
the students and community volunteers who
now run the station bid $244,600, not in cash
but representing their estimate of the value of
their past work.

We hope Scibelli and the STCC trustees

" reject all the offers, then go back to the draw-

ing board to see if the station can be saved and
under what terms.

The Connecticut offer should be rejected for
several reasons. If WI'CC stays on the air, it

" should be Springfield-based and Springfield-

oriented; that’s its reason for being. There’s
also reason to fear that the Connecticut orga-

nization wants to buy the station to kill it

because -its signal conflicts with Connecticut
public radio in this market or to use it to
enhance that signal.

As well-meaning as it is; the volunteer offer B

represents no cash and the station cannot run
on. volunteer efforts_and good intentions. And

the Save WTCC orgamzatlon must demon- -

strate its ability not only to raise the money-it

bid but'to keep the station operating. = . -
We recognize that STCC cannot afford- to

run the station.independently and needs the

space for other purposes. But if it wants the:

station to survive so it can serve the commu-
nity, STCC should enter into talks with others
who have the same goals to see if a way can
be found.

‘Cruelest thing’

On Tuesday, Len Bias was drafted by the

Boston Celtics. It was a dream come true.
On Thursday, the 22-year-old student athlete
died in his University of Maryland dorxmtory

_of an apparent heart attack.

Within minutes of the reports of hxs death
shock waves spread throughout the sports
world and beyond. How could it be? Several
recent physical examinations had shown him
to be in excellent health.

Within hours, unofficial reports said tests
had found traces of cocaine in his urine. _

Had he used cocaine just® once in his short
life? Had he been a long-time user whose sys-
tem had been drug-free during the physicals?

Whatever the answers are, the -death of Len
Bias was, as Celtic Larry Bird said, “the crue-
lest thing I ever heard.”

LEWIS: French want less razzle-dazzle in their government
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LETTERS

Varled views spur valuable debates

In your  June 7 issue, R. Jay
Allain’s letter, “Citizens hold key to
future of U.S.,” is very thought-pro-
voking. He has very well presented
his . point- of view — which will
please a few and irritate many. .

For to call the United States “the
most dangerous nuclear nation™ will
raise the hackles on many a patriot.
Itxsunhkely—asA]lamwxsha—
to put most of us in a state of mind
conducive to “implement strategies

of hon-violence, urging reconcilia-

tion rather than confrontation.”
There are too many Americans

who feel that the present adminis-

tration can do no wrong, and that

incidents like the bombing of Libya -

are necessary to parade our military
might on occasion.

However, we need a “voice crying
in the wilderness,” such as ‘Allain’s,
to keep keep us reminded: of the
xmportance of the highest idealism

“in our national lifé: Hopefully read-

ers of diversé points of view anent
the matters  Allain dxscu;;ed will
have read his lefter with an -open

“mind: And to those whowould ™ con-

demn him — you should realize we
learn as much, or more, from those
with ‘whom we disagree as from
those -who - simply echo K
sentiments. .

Let us be thankful that Amenca is
filled with folks who hold all sorts of
opinions — wise and otherwise,
weird and normal, whatever that is.
Makes us more interesting, and
interested.

CW. KIRKPATRICK
Springfield

Tax-paid abortions

Since 1981, Massachusefts has
_béen under court. order_to. pay for
elective ‘Medicaid abortions. For
1982, 1983 and 1984, the state used
$3.5 million in tax dollars to pay for
22,835 abortions, while the federal
government paid for 1,851 abortions
nationwide. )

In  that - period, Massachusetts
spent almost $2.5-million more to
pay for elective abortions than the
federal government spent for abor-
tions when the life of the mother
would have been endangered if the
baby were carried to term.

Abortion services for minors who

our. -

went out of state to avoid ﬂne-Massa-
chusetts ' parental/judicial consent
law were paid-for by tax dollars.
Tax dollars also.were used to pay
for repeat abortions.

A total of 35 percent of Planned
" Parenthood’s ' clients ' ‘were repeat
abortion recipients; 44 -percent of

Preterm Clinic’s (in-eastern Massa- -

chusetts) - business ‘ consisted - of
repeat abortion recipients. "~

‘It is curious that proponents of
publicly funded elective abortions do

not regard . forcing taxpayers to

finance elective abortions 'to -be -a
denial of freedom: Their- position

seems - incompatible - with . their °

stated view that the govemment
should remain- neutral  and . unin-
volved. with the -issue. of abortion.
Certainly; as- Iong as our state gov-
ernment is paying for abortion ‘ser-
\nces it is deeply mvolved thh the

- As . Judge Henn&ey said " in ‘his
dissent- to” the '1981 ‘court - decision,

“It is clear that the matter in which .
the court now intrudes is a matter :

for the Legislature.”

Ludlow

Tragedy worsened .

-We would like to express our sad-
ness at the events surrounding the
death of Karen McNamara. It is a
tragedy that a young person should
be mentally ill, that she should take
her own life, and that the family
should experience the loss of a
daughter.

GLORIA J. BOURBEAU

Ben Wicks :
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. this. a sport —

. However, it compounds the trag- »

edy that Dr. David Honeyman, who
experienced : the loss-of a young
patient, also should have his profes-
sional competence called into ques-
txomForpeoplewhoworkmthe
front line of the mental health sys-
tem and whose jobs entail- suicide

' prevention, "this court decision - is

fnghtemng

Wedothebstwecantoput'
- safety Ieasures into place, but sui-

cide is' a human. phenomenon and

- despite ‘an’ increasing social-aware-

ness and an increase iri social ser-
vices, we : cannot “always -prevent

. people from taking this:action. The

end result -of the recent court deci-

sion-could be that those people in -
‘greatest need will find professionals
‘'who are limited by their fear of
. litigation. . .

~On a personal note we want to

Y ‘express our-admiration and support.
: for Dr: Honeyman..In our’ work with
. people in crisis, we find Dr. Honey-

man to be one of the most access-
ible, involved and concerned

. psy-
chiatrists in the Springfield area.
_Signed by 13 staff members -

Psychiatric Crisis Service
Northampton

‘Respect doubted

Mr. Steven Mulak, whose recent
protestations against Ms. Vivien
Crumly for describing hunting and
hunters as “violent” and “exploit-
ative of ammals ” said all outdoors-
men, including hunters, “have more
than just a- passmg respect for life
— they live in awe of it.”

~ For:shame! How can men who kill
and/or maim animals — and call
be_- considered
respectful of life? Big, brave man
kills defenseless animal' Such a
credo - demonstrates primarily a
need to bolster an ego among brag-
gadocios of the same ilk.

MARGARET D. DeMARCO
Wilbraham )

Sign badly needed

Please, won't someone return a
weather sign to downtown Spring-
field? We need one badly.

CONRAD BRETON
Springfield

WILL ~ ©
 Barry Goldwater _
‘leaving his mark -

By GEORGE F. WILL Ty

WASHINGTON __ Zeke Bonura was a large and”
remarkably xmmobrle first baseman whose slowness did
not grieve him because he understood a vital principle of

_baseball: You are rarely charged with an error when you

do not touch the ball.

Conservatives have hoped the Supreme Court would
adhere to the Bonura Insight, sometimes known as judi-
cial restraint. The Burger Court v ) ':
has not. Indeed, its judicial activ- e .
ism’ has been as marked as, and
arguably moré destructive than,
the Warren Court’s.

None of the Warren Court’s
most important rulings has been

" overturned, and none has even . ) T
been significantly circumscribed, ) K
in the 17 Burger years. P

ooo <

The sweep of the Miranda rul- 2’

mg on the rights of suspects has been only shghtly eir-

_cumseribed. The Burger Court is responsible for 1:]:.e’Ll

ruinous spread of forced busing as a “remedy” for segre; -
gation. The Burger Court misconstrued the 1964 vaiL
Rights Act to permit reverse racial discrimination ou
behalf of govermnent approved minorities.

Burger Court activism extended procedural dne-pro—

cess guarantees..to public-school students -accused of’a
behaving badly: The Burger Court has done nothmg sige;
nificant -to reassert reason in the mterpretatmn of the
ban on “establishrnent of religion” — nothing, that is, to
re-establish the principle that government maust be neu-
tral ‘between sects, not ‘between religion’ and

And notlung the Warren Court did was as raw and rad1 :
cal an exercise of judicial power as the 1973 decision that
swept away the laws regulating abortions in 50 states. ™~

Supreme Court appointments are the premier spoils of .
presidential politics. Each appointee is 20 percent of a
majority at the apex of one of the three branches of gov—
ernment, the branch that has assumed custody of the
issues, (race, ‘abortion, etc) the political branches have
been pleased to relinquish.

The high court is where ‘American pubhc plu]osophy lS
published as an unending serial. The departure of Burger
the elevation of William Rehnquist and the nomination of .
Antonin Scalia are important episodes in the process ofi
lengthening ‘the. shadow today’s presndent will cast into
tomorrow 3

'Thecourt is a small, face-to-face society where po
tics-has subtle dynamics. The ‘players are strong- w111ed &
professionals reasoning about hot issues in the cool elixg
mate of a written Constitution, changing statutes.and ai'
vast body of case law. The building. of coalitions is:s
influenced by-intellectual nuance and the power of perss -
sonality. On both counts, Scalia and Rehnquist will aug-
ment the power of conservative jurisprudence. g

Scalia is an intellectual in a way that Burger is not: by.i
trammg and ‘inclination. Scalia has-taught: at: several: ofs{
the finest' law “schools.. He ‘has the -theoretical: turn :ofs

:mind that deepens analytxc powers and.does:not dispose:. ad

judge:to-try to split all differences. That disposition can-
make -intellectuals. ineffective . politicians - but forceful

Jjudges. With-Scalia leavening the court; it ‘may be:less;;
inclined to ‘torture itself,-and all who love.logic, withg

- ever-] mor&baroque criteria for. distinguishing permissi-3

ble from impermissible ‘“race-conscious” state action.

No-one ever looked more like a chief justice than
Burger, who if he ever as an infant played in a sand-
box must have done so in striped trousers and a swallow-.
tail coat. Rehnquist’s clothes come from the factory pm#
rumpled. The:New York Times locates Rehnquist on “thés
court’s extreme right wing.” (The Times’ style book pmb—
ably says the phrase “the court’s extreme left wing” is
an oxymoron.) Actually, Rehnquist has neither the abra-
sive philosophy nor, as xmportant the )agged tempera-
ment of an extremist.

oo D N

What he has is the keenest mind on the court, which i is.
why critics complain that he writes too well: When per-
son.A can not cope with person B’s arguments, A says B
is not wise, only articulate. In the administration of the::
court, Rehnquist’s affability and mtellectual efferves:
cence will enhance his effectiveness. - - ]
-~ The rise of Rehnquist to the pinnacle of his profemonf

-with: the last ascent achieved from the hand-of Ronaldz

Reagan, illustrates the ‘geology of our politics. Rehnquist;:r
an Arizonan, was pulled toward public life by the conser-
vative movement energized by another Arizonan; Barry .
Goldwater, whose 1964 campa.lgn brought political promw
inence to Ronald Reagan. N3
" Rehnquist serves now with another Arizonan, a law—
school classmate who was active in state politics, Sandra:
Day O’Connor. As Barry Goldwater takes his leave of:
Washington, he sees around him abundant evidence that-
the significance of 1964 is not that he lost 45 states, butc
that he won the Republican Party and, doing so, seeded
the future. T
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By FLORA LEWIS ’
PARIS — French “cohabitation”
is working in the sense that there is

- mo crisis of government. But the

atmosphere is turning sour and poli-
ticians on all sides are chafing at
unaccustomed restraints. -

The voters and the Constitution
combined - three months ago to
impose a regime of a conservative
coalition cabinet, headed by Pre-

" .mier Jacques Chirac, and the Socia-

list President Francois Mitterrand,
whose term has two years to run.

Sharing power goes against the
grain. The politicians hate it, and
their preoccupation is to maneuver
for position as soon as it seems
advantageous to  force new
elections. ,

Meanwhile, they are manacled to
each other, facing a probably severe
electoral penalty if they buck the
popular will for balance and at least
the appearance of harmony. This is
a new mood for France. It may be a
sea change from the old habit of die-
hard political confrontation. The gap
between political assumptions and
public amtudes has never seemed
wider. .

~“epnough in

When he saw Chirac sweeping
maximum power into his large,
mobile hands and reducing the presi-
dent’s role to a minimum, Mitter-
rand adopted a cannily passive
strategy.

In the Fifth Republic founded by
Charles de Gaulle, the president had
almost complete power so long as he
commanded a parliamentary major-

ity. Lacking that, Mitterrand inter- .

venes only on matters of basic prin-
ciple and protocol.

Whatever happens, he can say, is
entirely Chirac’s doing against his
own better judgment. As a result, his
polls ‘are -improving, and Chirac’s
poll results are sagging.

There are some complaints that
the new government isn’t going fast
dumping ~ Socialist
reforms. But there is more com-
plaint that it is going too far.

People seem to be just as irritated
that Chirac’s team is implementing
its program as they were when the
Socialists -~ practised what they
preached.

There is an intriguing parallel in
the politicians’ disconcerted reac-
tion. Pierre\Mauroy, who was Mit-

7
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They want the governors to
get down to running the
country efficiently, tackling
unemployment — which is
still going up — and avoid-
ing enervating crises and
tension.

terrand’s first premier, issued a
pldintive rebuke to intellectuals
after some months in office for not

providing the enthusiastic support

he thought he had earned by simply
winning.

In the same way, Chirac recently
ticked off employers for not invest-
ing and creating jobs that he .had
promised in their name, thus lettmg‘
him down.

Chirac backed off after a huffy
response;’ instead seeking to cajole

DY

‘businessmen by claiming he had

nine years to go so they needn’t fear
uncertainty. That was nervy. It

‘implied he took for granted that he

would remain premier for two years
and then become president for
seven..

Elther way, the polmcxans have :
“acted as though their constituents

were obliged to applaud. And the
French are making clear that they
aren’t much interested in ideology,
polemics, or flashy political foot-
work;fl'hey want the governors to

“circus - politics.

ge( down to runmng the country effi-
ciently, tackling unemployment —

-which is still going up — and avoid-

ing enervating crises and tension.
The French no longer seem to crave
They just want
results. )

Some commentators surmise that
the country may be signaling a wish
for a more or less permanent cohab-

itation that would reduce the con-.

centration of power and set limits on
swings between governments. That
would be a whole new game for
what the-French call “the political
class.” It fogs all prediction.

So far, the Chirac administration
has taken some strong measures on

‘money, cutting out the wealth tax,

lowering company taxes, restoring
the right to own gold anonymously

-making pohucxans

and to pay big bills in cash. Most
prices have been decontrolled, and it:»
will be easier for ‘employers to fire
workers. Landlords are favored, and
exchange controls have been relaxed .,
though not removed. Election - by,
proportional representation has been :
revoked. The police have been glven -
stern, arbitrary powers to make
identity = checks and to expel

" foreigners.

But there hasn’t been a “Reagnn
revolution.” Denationalization is yet ;
to come and deregulation is limited, , '
France is evolving rather drfferently-
than the United States. It apparently, .
doesn’t want to be roused, ﬂattered
or frightened. It wants to be put to
productive, rewarding work. That*
makes.it hard on combative, lmage-
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